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Kansas under 
order to stay 
home to stop 
spread of 
COVID-19 


BY NICOLE ASBURY 
AND KATIE BERNARD 


nasbury@kcstar.com 
cbernard@kcstar.com 


Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly 
imposed a statewide stay at 
home order Saturday in an 
effort to slow the spread of 
the new coronavirus. 

Kelly said the measure, 
which follows similar orders 
in the state’s most populous 
counties, is necessary to give 
health care workers the time 
to prepare for the peak of the 
virus and soften its impact on 
the state. 

“We’re simply not ready 
for what we anticipate will be 
the peak of this pandemic,” 
Kelly said at a news confer- 
ence Saturday. 

The order will go into ef- 
fect at 12:01 a.m. on Monday. 
It will end on April 19. 

Under the stay-at-home 
order, people can still leave 
their homes to get food, med- 
icine or other household 
necessities; receive medical 
care; take care of other 
household members in anoth- 
er location; and to exercise. 

Businesses performing 
essential functions can still 
operate through the stay-at- 
home order. 

People who leave their 
homes are expected to com- 
ply with a previous executive 
action by Kelly that bans 
gatherings larger than 10 
people and follow guidelines 
set by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

“As I’ve said before, we 
learn more about this novel 
virus every single day,” Kelly 
said. “My job as governor is 
to keep Kansans safe, and 
ensure the state deploys ev- 
ery tool at its disposal to 
adapt and align response 
efforts with emerging best 
practices. That’s why we’re 
taking this step today.” 
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“THEY'RE SCARED’ 


Doctors lack safety gear in pandemic fight 


BY KATIE MOORE, LUKE NOZICKA 
AND KEVIN HARDY 


kamoore@kestar.com 
Inozicka@kcstar.com 
khardy@kcstar.com 


Expecting a surge of patients 
from the new coronavirus 
pandemic, doctors and nurses 
across the Kansas City area are 
being forced to do things they 
haven’t done before. 

They are sterilizing disposable 
face masks and bleaching 
gowns, items they used to throw 
away immediately. They’re 
trying to reuse as many as they 
can and stretch the critical gear 
that protects them from the 
virus as they care for patients. 

Some hospitals say they have 
enough personal protective 
equipment, or PPE, for now. But 
about half of Missouri’s hospi- 
tals report they have shortages 
and many in Kansas are scram- 
bling to find supplies. 
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THE QUESTION IS 
HOW HIGH WILL 
THE CURVE GO, 
HOW FAST, BECAUSE 
THE CURVE COULD 
EASILY OUTSTRIP 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
IN THIS COUNTRY. 


Steve Stites, chief medical 
officer at the University 
of Kansas Health System 


Already, nurses and their 
families have turned to scouring 
the shelves of Home Depot and 
Sherwin-Williams to find gloves, 
masks and respirators. They 
often find empty shelves. Some 


hospitals are accepting hand- 
made masks, while others are 
not because of concerns about 
their effectiveness. 

Kelly Sommers, director of 
the Kansas State Nurses 
Association, polled nurses 
earlier this week about the is- 
sues they face. 

“Number one is PPE short- 
ages,” she said, noting some are 
“having to be judicious on how 
they use those supplies.” 

Nurses have shared their 
concerns with each other on the 
13,000-member Nurses KC 
private Facebook group, said the 
moderator, Holly Gunter. 

“They’re all out there taking 
care of patients and they don’t 
feel protected,” Gunter said. 
“They’re scared.” 

In Kansas, more than 260 
people had tested positive for 
the coronavirus as of Saturday. 
At least 50 have been hospital- 
ized and five people have died. 


NEIL NAKAHODO The Kansas City Star 


More than 830 people in Mis- 
souri have been found to be 
infected, with officials noting a 
spike of more than 40% from 
Wednesday to Thursday. Ten 
Missourians have died from the 
disease. 

Across the country, more than 
112,000 people have tested 
positive for the virus, according 
to a database maintained by 
Johns Hopkins University. More 
than 1,800 across the country 
have died. The disease has 
spread to more than 640,00 
people worldwide. 

Meanwhile, experts say the 
worst is yet to come. Numbers 
in Kansas and Missouri are 
expected to grow as more peo- 
ple are tested. 

“The question is how high will 
the curve go, how fast, because 
the curve could easily outstrip 
the supply chain in this coun- 
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NOTE TO READERS 

We are committed to 
continue to deliver a 
printed newspaper to you 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, but if 
conditions arise such as 
curfews, closures or 
circumstances that 
prevent print delivery, we 
want you to be prepared. 
As a home delivery 
subscriber, you have 
access to our eEdition, an 
online replica of our 
newspaper with 40-50 
pages of bonus content, 
including a daily 
coronavirus digital 


section. Please activate 
your digital account, 
which is included with 
your subscription, at 
kansascity.com/activate. 
Our customer service 
team is here to help you 
navigate any questions 
you have by contacting us 
at customerservice 
@kcstar.com. 

In addition, you may 
notice that we’ve moved 
some content to other 
sections. This is a 
temporary measure, and 
content will return to its 
usual place as soon as 
possible. 


Kansas, Missouri face 
pandemic after not 
expanding Medicaid 


BY BRYAN LOWRY, JASON HANCOCK 
AND JONATHAN SHORMAN 


blowry@mcclatchydc.com 
jJhancock@kcstar.com 
jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 


WASHINGTON 

As the single mother of a 
daughter with a congenital heart 
defect and compromised im- 
mune system, Melissa Dodge is 
taking every precaution she can 
to limit her exposure to CO- 
VID-19. 

She’s cut her hours at the 
grocery store where she works 
in Derby, Kansas. When she 
comes home, she doesn’t touch 


any of her four children before 
changing her clothes. 

Worries about illness aren’t 
new for Dodge, 35. She doesn’t 
have health insurance, and get- 
ting sick means having to calcu- 
late the risk of skipping a doc- 
tor’s visit versus paying out of 
pocket. The coronavirus 
pandemic has amplified those 
concerns. 

“That has only increased that 
anxiety tenfold,” Dodge said. 
“The risk of getting exposed and 
having to manage that financial- 
ly in the immediate aspect and 
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Courtesy Melissa Dodge 


Melissa Dodge, 35, of Derby, 
Kansas, poses for a photo with 
her 9-year-old daughter, 
Broklynn. Dodge lacks health 
insurance because she makes too 
much to qualify for Medicaid but 
too little to purchase insurance 
through the private exchange. 
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